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Press Information
51st Annual Exhibit & Sale

What?

One of the oldest juried crafts shows in the country, the 51stAnnual Wesleyan Potters Exhibit and Sale highlights work by its members plus more than 200 talented American artisans in every craft field, including pottery, basketry, weaving, metal, wood and much more. 
When?     

The 51st Annual Exhibit & Sale runs from Saturday, November 25 through Saturday, December 16.  Open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. every day (including Sundays) and open until 8 p.m. on Thursdays and Fridays.

Where?

At the Wesleyan Potters, 350 South Main St. (Rt. 17), Middletown, CT.

What is special about this Exhibit?


Unlike many craft fairs, the work in this show is carefully picked for quality craftsmanship, attention to detail and aesthetic sense.  

The theme for this year is “Metamorphosis.”  This show honors the fine art craft traditions of our past with new contemporary work. Unique transformations created by the artisan’s head, heart and soul.

The members of the Wesleyan Potters have converted over five thousand square feet of studio space into gallery space.   Every surface in the Pottery studio (floors, walls, shelves etc.) has been steam cleaned and repainted to provide exceptional exhibition space to best show the work on display. It takes a total of more than 6500 volunteer hours to make this show happen.  


The display changes every day.  Throughout the day, new, one of a kind work is put out and all displays are rearranged to feature different work. 


Friday night shopping is special at the Wesleyan Potters Annual Exhibit and Sale.  On these Friday “Cafe Nights”, December 1, 8 and 15, visitors can enjoy live music and light refreshments from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.  

This is the major annual fundraising event for the Pottery.  Proceeds from this event keep the craft school running and the tuition for students low.

When can I come and see the Show? 

The press is invited to the invitation-only gala opening night, Friday, November 24 from 6 p.m. – 9 p.m. The press is also invited to preview the show earlier during Thanksgiving week.  Please call ahead if possible to make sure someone is available to show you the highlights. We will make every effort to introduce you to some of the craftspeople exhibiting in the show.
Who’s the contact person?

Actually there are a lot of people you can talk to: Melissa Schilke, the Studio Director can be reached during the day at the Pottery (347-5925) or at home (347-9869) in the evening.  This year the Sale is being chaired by Ann Ahmed, Sandi Nyren and Irene Smith.  Ask for them when you call the office at (860) 347-5925.
