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Attention Craft Shoppers
Middletown, Conn. – November/December 2006 – A darling, tiny tree-shaped beeswax candle for only a few dollars and an extraordinary sculptural wood and metal box costing several hundred,  featured at the Wesleyan Potters Annual Exhibit & Sale, share a common bond.  They are all made by hand.

 The 51st Annual Wesleyan Potters Exhibit & Sale will open at 10:00 a.m. the Saturday after Thanksgiving, November 25, and run for three weeks. More than 10,000 visitors are expected to view and purchase from the stunning craft displays. The Exhibit & Sale is open daily and weekends from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and until 8 p.m. on Thursdays and Fridays.  

One of the oldest juried craft shows in the country, the Wesleyan Potters Exhibit & Sale highlights work fashioned by its in house weavers, jewelers and potters, and more than 200 talented American artisans from every craft field. The entire Pottery, which is housed in a converted factory at 350 South Main St. (Rt.17) is transformed into a magical gallery and sale space.  Items for sale include everything from collector masterworks to small unique gifts, with new art pieces being added daily. Prices range from $2 to $2000. 
“I think a lot of people realize that having a fine piece of craftwork, whether it’s a beautiful necklace or well made pot,  is worth paying for,” studio manager, Melissa Schilke says. “The people who buy here are aware they’re not just buying an object, but a creation uniquely made by an artist that took time and a lot of skill.”  The theme for this year’s show is “Metamorphosis,” unique transformations created by the artisans’ hand, heart and soul. Whether your budget allows for a $20 canary wood spoon by Alan Young, or a Pat Glover whimsical fabric doll for $40, or perhaps a $115 exquisite pottery box with a multi-colored copper lid made by Maureen Brady, or an Al Davis collectible cat sculpture for $400, the selection is vast and appealing.  In the time honored crafts tradition, all artisans have been chosen for their attention to quality and detail in their mastered crafts.
Stop by Wesleyan Potters one of the  Friday evening  “Cafe Nights” for a very special shopping experience. Visitors on these evenings are invited to enjoy live music, refreshments, as well as the personal service provided by the members of the Pottery – a fun and relaxing way to browse, shop, and take in great art. “Cafe Nights” - December 1, December 8 and December 15, from 6 to 8 p.m.
The Exhibit & Sale runs through Saturday, December 16.  For those who still have holiday shopping to do after the Exhibit & Sale ends, the Wesleyan Potters Gallery/Shop will reopen on December 19 and will be open every day through December 24th from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

For more information please call 860-347-5925 or visit the website www.wesleyanpotters.com.  
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