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Criteria, Standards, Guidelines for POTTERY 

General rules and guidelines 
 

1. Bottoms or feet should be free of kiln wash. The underside of pots should be smooth so as not to 
scratch or snag any resting surface. 

2. Rims must be free of burrs and sharp edges. All rims should relate to the function of the pot. 
Drinking vessels should have smooth rims. Casserole rims need to be sturdy enough to withstand 
repeated use. 

3. Handles should be comfortable, have no sharp edges, and be well-attached to the pot. 

4. Covers should fit with minimal play. Covers should relate to the general form and function of 
the pot. Be extra careful with lids; they chip easily in transport. 

5. Surfaces – The inside surfaces of any pottery intended for food use should be smooth, without 
pinholes, cracks, unblended seams—anything that could harbor food particles, bacteria or mold to 
grow. Check the surfaces of your pots visually as well as by hand thoroughly for roughness and 
subtle cracks. Decorative pots, unless something is deliberately part of the design, should be free of 
sharp edges, burrs, etc. Customers should not be at risk for cutting themselves on a pot. 

6. Seams on vessels intended for liquid must be watertight. Please test for leakage before 
Inventory In. 

7. Cracks NONE!! No "S" cracks in the bottom of a pot, and no cracks in seams or anywhere on 
the pot. 

8. Recycled Materials may be used on decorative vessels ONLY and labeled as “not food safe”. 

9. Glue may be used to adhere decorative pieces to a pot, but be sure the glue is NOT VISIBLE. If 
your piece has obvious assemblage, it will not be accepted into the show. Repaired work - not 
acceptable. Pieces that show obvious signs of usage - not acceptable. 

10. Props – Candles are allowed, but dried or fresh flowers are not. If in doubt about what props are 
allowable, please refer to the Annual Sale Chairs. 

11. Lamps must be wired properly, using new wire and bulb sockets. Lamps must have bulbs and 
shades; they are lit when on display. Lampshades must fit properly and complement the lamp base 
in style, size, and color. 

12. Sets – Please affix the barcode label to the biggest piece of the set. Please handwrite the item 
code and the quantity of the SET on an extra label to affix on each piece. For members: Only one 
set allowed in your top ten pieces. Do not include Dinnerware sets in your top ten. 

13. Highly Breakable Pots – Due to high traffic and nature of this show, please do not submit work 
that is unstable or that is extraordinarily delicate in nature to the Annual Sale. The inventory in 
committee may reject any pot deemed as too fragile.  (To exhibit delicate work, consider submitting 
an exhibition proposal to our Gallery/shop manager for a show during the year. Our staff and 
members can design a display fitting the nature of the work.) 



Z:\Annual Sale\2022 Annual Sale\2022 Craft Standards\Guidelines_for_Pottery_2022.docx 
 

Page 2 of 2 

 
14. Glazes need to be appropriate to the function of the pot. Please indicate on your pot 

“not food safe” or “not water tight” or any other special instructions. If you do not have 
labels for these special instructions, the Inventory In Committee stocks the most 
common labels and will apply them for you as long as you have clearly indicated on the 
pot what is needed. 

15. Labels 
 

One Wesleyan Potters barcode label per pot. Place the barcode tag on the 
outside lower edge unless it is a large platter to hang on a wall. Remove any 
old tags from previous shows.  
In special cases like low fired ware—ex. burnished terra sigillata pots, the 
barcode can be placed on the bottom of the pot to not mar the surface. 
Additionally, please supply a separate card with the price and itemcode to 
accompany the piece on display. 
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